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Pikin News student
journalists like
Hajaratu Sama
(right) write about
the troubles facing
young people in
Sierra Leone.

Young journalists from Sierra Leone tell tales of
despair and hope. TExT: SUSAN MCCLELLAND

he’s 16, but Hajaratu Sama
Scould easily pass for 12 in

her royal-blue school uniform
and matching beret. The diminu-
tive young woman, chewing bubble
gum and gazing out the window of
the UNICEF boardroom in Kenema,
Sierra Leone, is slumped in her chair,
seemingly disinterested in the con-
versation going on around her.
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The 20 youth in the room, includ-
ing Sama, are student journalists for
Pikin News, a national newspaper
written and edited by young people
in Sierra Leone. Speaking to the
group is Sorious Samura, one of
Africa’s top filmmakers, about his
experiences making Cry Freetown,
the Emmy-award-winning docu-
mentary that chronicles the rebel
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invasion of Sierra Leone’s capital
city during the country’s 11-year-
long civil war.

“So, how do you find your
sources?”” Samura asks the youth
in his deep, gruff voice. Despite her
seeming disinterest, Sama’s hand
flies into the air. “I just go talk to
them,” she replies when Samura
looks in her direction. h
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